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PATENTS 

Attorney Docket No.: LGB/003 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicants : Bob Francis et al . 

Application No. : 09/757,722 Confirmation No.: 8367 

Filed : January 8, 2 0 01 

For : METHOD OF PREBIDDING IN A COMBINED AUCTION 

FORMAT 

Group Art Unit : 3 624 

Examiner : Thu Thao Havan 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to the 
following documents: 

Foreign Patents 
Autocom APS WO 98/34187 08/06/1998 

Ebay, Inc. WO 00/34899 06/15/2000 

These documents are listed on the accompanying Form PTO-SB/08A 
(submitted in duplicate), and pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), 
copies of these non-U. S. Patent documents are enclosed herewith. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the 
patentability of the claimed invention over any of the information 
provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not 
be prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be 
enabling for the teachings purportedly offered. 



It is respectfully requested that these references be: 
(1) fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; and (2) printed on any patent 
which may issue on this application. Applicants request that a 
copy of Form PTO-SB/08A, as considered and initialed by the 
Examiner, be returned with the next communication. 

These references were cited in corresponding Canadian 
Patent Application No. 2,932,282. This Statement is submitted 
after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits . 
However, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained 
in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement was known to 
any individual designated in § 1.56 (c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Statement. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b) (3), applicant believes no fee is due in connection with 
this statement. However, if for any reason a fee is due, the 
Director is hereby authorized to charge payment any fees required 
in connection with this Statement, or credit any overpayment of 
the same, to Deposit Account No. 06-1075 (Order No.: 102761.0004). 
A duplicate copy of this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement is enclosed herewith. 

An early and favorable action is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 




iJeffrey C. Aldridge 
Registration No. 51,390 
Agent for Applicants 
FISH & NEAVE IP GROUP 
ROPES & GRAY LLP 
Customer No. 14 73 
12 51 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 1002 0-1105 
Tel. : (212) 596-9000 
Fax: (212) 596-9090 



I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the US Postal Service 
as First Class Mail in an envelope Addressed to : 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 
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PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ler the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number . 
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Cite 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documents 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
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WO 98/34187 


08/06/1998 
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WO 00/34899 


06/15/2000 


Ebay, Inc. 

















































NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or 

country where published 
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All References Have Been Considered: 



Examiner 



' EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. Enter Office that issued the 
document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 1 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. Applicant is to place 
a check mark here if English language translation is attached. 



